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3 Things Everyone 
Needs to Know About 

The History of 
Religious Freedom



1. Religious freedom 
emerged in the Judeo-
Christ ian tradit ion. 

*  U n i q u e  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
c o n s c i e n c e

*  E m e r g e n c e  o f  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  
i n  M i d d l e  A g e s

*  S e p a r a t i o n  o f  s e c u l a r  a u t h o r i t y  f r o m  t h e  
c h u r c h  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n .

*  T h e  m o d e r n  l i b e r a l  s t a t e - c o n c e i v e d  t o  
l i m i t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  p o w e r  o v e r  p r i v a t e  
l i v e s .



2. In Australia rel igious 
f reedom was historically 
not about excluding 
rel igion from public l i fe.

*  C o l o n i a l  c o n t e x t :  t h e  c o n c e r n  w a s  
t o  p r e v e n t  s e c t a r i a n  d i v i s i o n s .

*  R e l i g i o n  a  p a r t  o f  p u b l i c  c u l t u r e ,  
e . g .  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  l a t e  
1 9 t h/ e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y

*  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n :  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  
C o m m o n w e a l t h  w o u l d  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d .



3. Religious freedom is a 
good that benefits a l l ,  
including the non-
rel igious. 
*  A r g u m e n t s  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  c o n n e c t i o n  
t o  l a n d  h a v e  b e e n  c e n t r a l  t o  s o m e  
N a t i v e  T i t l e  c l a i m s ,  e g .  Y i r r k a l a  B a r k  
p e t i t i o n  (1 9 6 3 ) ;  Wa l l a g a  
L a k e / M u m b u l l a  M o u n t a i n ;  Wi r a d j u r i  
We l l i n g t o n  C o m m o n .

*  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  ( i n  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  f i e l d s )  i s  g r o u n d e d  i n  a  
s e c u l a r i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  c l a i m  t o  l i b e r t y  
o f  c o n s c i e n c e .
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