
13 October 2025 

Dear Attorney General, 
cc: Chief Minister 

Faith Leaders Concerns: Anti-Discrimination Amendment Bill 2025 

As leaders representing faith communities and education providers across the Northern Territory, 
we write to express our deep concern that the Anti-Discrimination Amendment Bill 2025 as 
currently tabled does not fulfil the Country Liberal Party’s election commitment to restore key 
freedoms of religion and speech. 

It is essential that the Bill provides genuine and enduring legal protections for freedom of religion 
and belief, including the freedom to express those beliefs and for faith-based organisations and 
schools to uphold and model their faith within their communities – including by choosing to employ 
staff who will uphold and model that faith.  

We urge the Government to give serious consideration to the detailed submissions we have already 
provided and to convene another Faith Leaders’ Roundtable before any final decisions are made on 
the Bill. Renewed consultation would provide an opportunity for direct and constructive dialogue 
between Government representatives and leaders from faith and education sectors.  

Our hope and prayer is for a balanced and enduring legislative outcome that honours your 
Government’s commitments and upholds the fundamental principles of freedom of religion and 
speech in the Northern Territory. 

SIGNED: 

Most Rev Charles Gauci 
Bishop 
Catholic Diocese of Darwin and Northern Territory 
 
 
Rt Rev Andrew Brook 
Bishop of South Australia and Northern Territory 
Lutheran Church of Australia 
 
 
Rt Rev Greg Anderson 
Bishop 
Anglican Diocese of the Northern Territory 
 
 
Abdullah Khan OAM FACEL 
President 
Islamic Schools Association of Australia 
 



 
Rev Dr Christos Tsoraklidis 
Priest, Saint Savvas the New of Kalymnos 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia 
 
 
Rev Dr Melinda Cousins 
Director of Ministries 
Baptist Churches SA & NT 
 
 
Ps Mark Edwards OAM 
National Representative for Religious Freedom 
Australian Christian Churches 
 
 
Kojo Akomeah 
Director, Public Affairs and Religious Liberty 
Seventh-day Adventist Church of Australia 
 
 
Gary Hourigan 
National Director 
International Network of Churches 
 
 
Vanessa Cheng 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Association of Christian Schools 
 
 
Alice Mustin 
CEO 
NT Christian Schools 
 
 
Nicholas Lay 
NT Director 
Australian Christian Lobby 
 
 
Mike Southon 
Executive Director 
Freedom for Faith 

 


